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ABOUT THE WORKING GROUP 


Professor Julio Benitez, MD, PhD is Head of Department of Pharmacology and 
Psychiatry, at the University of Extramadura, Badajoz, Spain. He is currently Head of 
Research at the University Hospital; Director of the Regional Drugs Surveillance Centre; 
Head of research teams for two EU-BIOMED research projects; a member of the EU 
International Management Committee of the project for the definition of “healthy 
volunteers” for clinical trials; a member of the Spanish National Committee on Drug 
Safety; and has been a visiting scientist at the Karolinska Institute, Stockholm. He is the 
author of more than 100 scientific papers on various aspects of drug metabolism, genetic 
polymorphisms, and susceptibility to diseases, including lung cancer. 

Professor Benitez’s team has recently identified a mutation in a drug metabolising enzyme 
that is associated with an increased risk of lung cancer. He brings to the working group a 
strong background in clinical medical research and a detailed knowledge of genetic 
susceptibility to disease. 

Professor Jeffrey R Idle, PhD, Cchem, FRSC is Professor in Medicine and Molecular 
Biology at the Norwegian University of Science and Technology, Trondheim, Norway. 

He is currently a Consultant in Clinical Genetics; and the Founding Editor, Editor-in-Chief 
of the Journal Pharmacogenetics , one of the highest ranking pharmacology journals 
currently published; and serves on the Cancer Research Advancement Board of the Irish 
Cancer Society. He has been a WHO Special Advisor and Committee Chairman; has over 
20 years experience in metabolism and disposition of chemicals in man and animals, and is 
the author of more than 300 scientific papers. 

Professor Idle is internationally recognised as the first scientist to associate a particular 
gene polymorphism with susceptibility to lung cancer. In his role as Chairman, he brings 
to the Working Group a background in chemical toxicology and biomolecular analysis, 
gene polymorphisms related to disease susceptibility, and the understanding of disease 
mechanisms from a genetic viewpoint. 

Professor Hans E Krokan, MD, PhD is a Professor of Medicine at the UNIGEN Centre 
for Molecular Biology, Norwegian University of Science and Technology, Trondheim, 
Norway. He is currently chairman of the program committee for gene technology and 
molecular biology within the Research Council of Norway — division of Medicine and 
Health; chairman of the Advisory Committee for Biotechnology — the Research Council 
of Norway; and a member of the review committee for the Norwegian Cancer Society. 

He has been president of the Norwegian Biochemical Society and director of the UNIGEN 
Centre for Molecular Biology. He is the author of more than 70 scientific papers and the 
editor of several books concerning DNA repair after exposure to UV radiation and 
genotoxic chemicals. 
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Professor Krokan is internationally recognised for his work on DNA repair genes. His 
group was the first to isolate and characterise UDG, a DNA repair gene. He brings to the 
Working Group clinical expertise and a detailed understanding of the relationship between 
chemical exposures, DNA events and carcinogenesis. 

Professor FHM Lohman, Phil is Professor and Director of Laboratory of Radiation 
Genetics and Chemical Mutagenesis at the University of Leiden. He is currently a member 
of the Dutch National Health Council; Executive Managing Editor of the journal Mutation 
Research', a member of the EEC Radiation Protection Commission; Vice-chairman 
International Commission for Protection against Environmental Mutagens and 
Carcinogens and a councillor to the US Environmental Mutagen Society. He has been 
president of the Dutch Toxicological Society; president of the European Environmental 
Mutagen Society; deputy-chairman and secretary to the Mutagenicity Committee of the 
Dutch National Health Council. He is the author of more than 150 scientific papers and 
the editor of several books. 

Professor Lohman is internationally recognised for his work on the relationship between 
radiation and chemical exposures, damage to DNA and disease outcomes. He brings to 
the Working Group a strong background in risk assessment, a thorough knowledge of 
genetic toxicology and a perspective on population risks for disease. 

Professor Marcel Roberl'roid, PhD is Professor in the department of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences, University Catholique de Louvain, Brussels, Belgium. He is currently on the 
Editorial Board of several international journals in the fields of cancer research and 
toxicology and the Editor of the journal Food and Chemical Toxicology. He founded the 
European Research Group for Alternatives to Toxicology Testing (ERGATT) and has 
served as an external expert for the International Agency for Research in Cancer. He is 
the author of more than 100 scientific papers. 

Professor Roberfroid has been acclaimed in the international arena for his work on 
nutrition, functional foods and health outcomes. He brings to the Working Group a 
strong toxicological background and a thorough understanding of the impact of nutrition 
on the process of carcinogenesis. He is familiar with risk assessment procedures and has 
served on various committees for this purpose. 

Dr Anthony Springall, PhD, Cstat is a fellow of the Royal Statistical Society, and an 
independent consultant in statistics. A former Principal Lecturer at the University of the 
West of England, he has applied his statistical knowledge to numerous areas of research, 
particularly in industrial settings, having worked for Imperial Tobacco and Unilever. He 
has served on various local and national committees, including the Council of the Royal 
Statistical Society. 

Dr Springall brings to the working group expertise in the application of statistics to many 
areas of practical research. For many years, he has studied the published reports claiming 
to associate environmental tobacco smoke exposure with lung cancer. 
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